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RURAL REGIONAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH POLICY BOARD

AGENDA

DATE: January 10, 2023

TIME: 12:00 pm to adjourn

Meeting Location: Online Only

Online: Click Below to Join Zoom Meeting

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83622127619?pwd=eW1LMlEvZzZUM2k0L2pJY2NFT2FZQT09

Dial-in:  +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose), or +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 836 2212 7619

Passcode: 632426

Note: Agenda items may be taken out of order, combined for consideration, and or removed from the 

agenda at the chairperson’s discretion

1.) Call to Order and Roll Call (Fergus Laughridge, Chair)

Members of the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board: Chair Fergus Laughridge, 

Brooke O’Byrne, Senator Pete Goicoechea, Dr. Erika Ryst, Matt Walker, Amy Adams, Amanda 

Osborne, Chris McHan, Patrick Rogers, Sarah Dearborn, Bryce Shields, and Jeri Sanders. 

2.) Public Comment:

Public testimony under this agenda item may be presented by computer, phone or written 

comment. Due to time considerations, each individual offering public comment will be limited to 

not more than three (3) minutes.

3.) For Possible Action: Review and possible approval of meeting minutes from December 21, 

2022 (Fergus Laughridge, Chair) 

4.) For Possible Action: Review of Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board’s Draft 

2023 Priorities. (Fergus Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC) 

The Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board reviewed its past priorities and re-structured 

its priorities for 2023. This agenda item is to review and approve the Board’s draft 2023 priority 

content and priority structure, as discussed in the December meeting and re-built by the Rural 

RBHC. These priorities will be shared with the Governor’s Commission on Behavioral Health by 

the end of January, 2023, but may also be shared with other bodies, as requested.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83622127619?pwd=eW1LMlEvZzZUM2k0L2pJY2NFT2FZQT09
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5.) For Possible Action: Building and Approval of Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy 

Board’s Recommendations to the Governor’s Commission on Behavioral Health. (Fergus 

Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

Every year, each of the Regional Behavioral Health Policy Boards is tasked with submitting their 

recommendations regarding funding, policy, and programming to the Nevada Governor’s 

Commission on Behavioral Health (CBH). For 2023, the CBH has requested a one-page format 

to improve the utility of these recommendations, rather than submitting the Boards’ respective 

annual reports. These recommendations are due to the CBH at the beginning of February. 

The Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board will review a draft one-page 

recommendation document developed by the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Coordinator 

(Rural RBHC) based upon the Board’s 2023 priorities as discussed during its December 2022 

meeting and Agenda Item 4, identifying edits to be made, and accepting the final 

recommendation document with or without proposed changes. 

6.) For Possible Action: Review and Approval of Letter to Governor-Elect Lombardo 

Regarding the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Policy Board’s Priorities and Special 

Concerns Regarding the Behavioral Health Concerns of Specific Professions (Fergus 

Laughridge, Chair; Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC) 

The Board will review a letter drafted by the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Coordinator 

(Rural RBHC) on behalf of the Board to ensure Governor-Elect Lombardo is aware of the 

Board’s Priorities, as well as concerns of Board Members and stakeholders regarding the 

behavioral health challenges that may be experienced by persons engaging in specific 

professions. These professions include first responders, law enforcement, dispatch, health care, 

and school staff. While persons in these professions often have the same access to behavioral 

health services as other members of the public, the specific environments in which they work and 

the culture of these professions may often have additional stressors or even trauma exposure that 

most members of the public will never experience. It is hoped that as Governor-Elect Lombardo 

transitions into his new position, he keeps the elevated risks for behavioral health issues 

experienced by these professionals in mind when considering any shifts in policies or 

programming. 

7.) Informational: Updates regarding the activities, resources, challenges, and potential 

upcoming legislation affecting behavioral health identified by the Rural Regional 

Behavioral Health Coordinator, and current bills affecting behavioral health in the Rural 

Region: AB 6, AB 9, AB 37, AB 45, AB 69, and SB 68. (Valerie Haskin, Rural RBHC)

Updates from the Rural Regional Behavioral Health Coordinator (Rural RBHC), regarding: 

trainings undertaken and delivered; opportunities for policy improvement; new resources 

identified; progress of local projects; any new data or information available to guide the Board; 

service gaps and other challenges encountered in the region; upcoming state, local, and regional 
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events; and recent activities undertaken by task forces and other entities relating to behavioral 

health. 

The Rural RBHC will also outline bills publicly available on NELIS that affect behavioral health 

programs and services, or those which may otherwise affect the Rural Regional Behavioral 

Health Policy Board in any other way. Current bills for the upcoming 82nd Session of the Nevada 

Legislature that will be discussed are listed in the table below.

Bill Number Topic

Assembly Bill 6 Revises provisions relating to the cost of health care.

Assembly Bill 9 Revises provisions governing regional behavioral health policy boards. 

(From the Northern RBHPB)

Assembly Bill 37 Authorizes the establishment of the Behavioral Health Workforce 

Development Center of Nevada. (From the Rural RBHPB)

Assembly Bill 45 Creates a program to repay the student education loans of certain providers 

of health care.

Assembly Bill 69 Expands the loan repayment program administered by the Nevada Health 

Service Corps to include certain providers of behavioral health care. (From 

the Washoe RBHPB)

Senate Bill 68 Establishes programs to provide certain assistance relating to housing. 

(From the Clark RBHPB)

8.) Public Comment 

Action may not be taken on any matter brought up under this agenda item until scheduled on an 

agenda for a later meeting. Public testimony under this agenda item may be online, by phone or 

written comment. Due to time considerations, each individual offering public comment will be 

limited to not more than three (3) minutes. 

9.) Adjournment (Fergus Laughridge, Chair)

AGENDA POSTED AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:   

On the Internet at the Department of Health and Human Services Website 

https://dpbh.nv.gov/Boards/RBHPB/Board_Meetings/2018/Rural_Regional/

and at Nevada Public Notices: https://notice.nv.gov/

The agenda will also be posted at the following physical location: The Family Support Center, 1200 E. 

Winnemucca Blvd, Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

We are pleased to make reasonable accommodations for members of the public who are disabled and wish to call into

the meeting. In the event of Microsoft Teams application has technical difficulties, the meeting may be conducted by 

teleconference from the same location.   If special arrangements are necessary, please notify Valerie Haskin 

https://notice.nv.gov/
https://notice.nv.gov/
https://notice.nv.gov/
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(vcauhape@thefamilysupportcenter.org or via phone at (775) 300-3245) up to three days before the meeting date. 

Anyone who wants to be on the SAPTA mailing list can sign up on the listserv at www.listserv.state.nv.us.

If you need supporting documents for this meeting, please notify Valerie Haskin, Rural Regional Behavioral Health 

Coordinator by email at vcauhape@thefamilysupportcenter.org, or by phone at (775) 300-3245. 

mailto:vcauhape@thefamilysupportcenter.org
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/HealthFacilities/dta/Lists/Listservs/
mailto:vcauhape@thefamilysupportcenter.org



