
SPEECH, LANGUAGE &
HEARING DEVELOPMENT

Healthy hearing is important for your 
baby’s development. Here is a list of things 
babies with normal hearing should be able 
to do:

Around 2 months of age:
•	 Startles to loud sounds
•	 Quiets to familiar voices
•	 Makes vowel sounds like “oohh” and 

“aahh”
Around 4 months of age:

•	 Searches for sounds with eyes
•	 Responds to your voice even when 

he/she cannot see you
•	 Uses a variety of voice sounds such 

as squeals, whimpers and chuckles
Around 6 months of age:

•	 Turns head toward sounds
•	 Begins to imitate speech sounds
•	 Babbles “ba-ba” and “ma-ma”

Around 12 months of age:
•	 Correctly uses “ma-ma” and “da-da”
•	 Gives toy when asked
•	 Responds to singing and music

Around 18 months of age:
•	 Follows simple spoken directions
•	 Uses seven or more real words

Remember, you can have your child’s 
hearing tested at any age.
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HOW WILL MY BABY’S 
SCREENING TEST BE DONE?

The screening is done in the hospital 
before your baby goes home. Soft sounds 
are played through special earphones. A 
computer measures how the baby’s ear 
responds to the sound. Screening is safe, 
painless and only takes a few minutes. 
Most babies sleep through the hearing 
screening. Some babies may require a 
second screening if they are too active or 
have birthing fluids in the ear canal.

WHAT IF MY BABY DOES 
NOT PASS THE SCREENING?

If your baby does not pass the screening, 
he will need a referral. This does not 
mean that your baby is deaf or hard-
of-hearing. It just means your baby 
needs to have a different type of test 
to determine if hearing loss is present. 
A complete hearing test will need to 
be given by an audiologist (hearing 
specialist). This hearing test should occur 
as soon as possible, but at least by three 
months of age. It your baby has hearing 
loss, you will be referred to an early 
intervention program for support and 
services.

IF MY BABY PASSES THE 
SCREENING, DO I NEED TO 
RETEST HEARING LATER?

The results of the hearing screening show 
how your baby is hearing at the time of 
the procedure. For a variety of reasons, 
hearing loss can develop after your 
baby leaves the hospital. Some children 
with a family history of hearing loss, ear 
infections or serious illness may develop 
hearing loss at a later time. If you have 
concerns about your child’s hearing or 
language development, talk to your child’s 
doctor. Ask to see an audiologist. Your 
child’s hearing can be tested at any age.

WHY SHOULD MY BABY’S 
HEARING BE SCREENED?

Hearing loss is one of the most common 
problems in newborns. It occurs in 3-4 
of every 1,000 babies. It is also invisible. 
You cannot always tell by watching how 
well babies hear. They may cry, babble, 
or startle to loud noises, just like babies 
with normal hearing. Most babies born 
with hearing loss are otherwise healthy 
and have no family history of hearing 
loss. 

Your baby’s first two years are the 
most important for learning speech 
and language. Undetected hearing 
loss can lead to delayed development 
and difficulties in school. Fortunately, 
if hearing loss is identified early and 
intervention occurs by age 6 months, the 
child has a better chance of developing 
normal speech and language skills.


