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Also available via teleconference
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Committee Members Present
Diane Nicolet, Chair, E L Cord (Carson City)
Carrie Paldi, Co-Chair, Creative Kids Learning Center (Las Vegas)  
Laurie Ciardullo, Roots and Wings (Las Vegas) 				
Shelly Martinez, Roots & Wings (Carson City)
Sue Joyner, Dayton Valley Learning Center (via phone)
David Walton, Challenger School (via phone)
Andrea Doran, WNC (via phone)

Committee Members Not Present
Rachel Perez, Kids Quest
Andrea Davis, Kids Kottage
Mary Rocha, Peas & Carrots
Tiffany Alston, Sunrise Children’s Foundation

Child Care Licensing Staff Present
Anna Lisa Acosta, Supervisor (Carson City)
Alicia Mazy, Administrative Assistant (Carson City)
Lisa Roberts, Surveyor (Carson City)
Tiffany Kaplan, Surveyor (Carson City)
Edith Farmer, Supervisor (Las Vegas)
Lisa Torgerson, Surveyor (Las Vegas)
Renee Eberhart, Surveyor (Las Vegas)

Public Attendees
Denise Tanata, Children’s Advocacy Alliance (Las Vegas)
Dale Furukawa, Acelero Learning (Las Vegas)
June Farren, Children’s Cabinet (Carson City)
Tiffany Olivas, OELD (Carson City)
Ali Cooper, Small Blessings (Carson City)
Teleconference Attendees
Ron Barakat
Maureen Avery
Carol Levins
Shelly Nye
Karen McLesh
Elise Enriquez
Kristy Baker
Jamie Taylor
Kelly Solegi

1. Opening remarks, Introductions Roll Call-Diane Nicolet, Chair

No opening remarks

2. Approval of meeting minutes from March 8, 2016 meeting-Diane Nicolet, Chair

Laurie Ciardullo asks for her name to be corrected on the minutes from March 8, 2016 meeting. Her name is incorrect on page 3 and page 5 of the minutes.

Motion: Diane asks for a motion. Carrie Paldi puts forth a motion to approve the March 8, 2016 CCAC minutes, with the corrections to Laurie Ciardullo’s name on page 3 and page 5. Shelly Martinez seconds the motion. All in favor no opposed. 

3. Update from Child Care Licensing-Anna Lisa Acosta, Supervisor

Capacity Report
a. Current capacity of children
34, 498 Children
470 facilities total under State Jurisdiction
 Anna Lisa Acosta states that she will e-mail the numbers report to all council members.
Anna Lisa Acosta: Licensing is very involved in looking at the Child Care Licensing regulations to see which regulations need to be updated and/or changed, the recommendations from the last meeting have been taken by Licensing. Those are currently under review with Licensing. 
Diane Nicolet: When you say working on those, what does that mean?
Anna Lisa Acosta: There are a lot of regulations that Licensing is looking at updating, changing, and/or adding. These are areas that we know need to be updated in addition to the Grant requirements. 
Diane Nicolet: Are the employees conducting a full review? The 10 year review of all regulations?
Anna Lisa Acosta: I am not sure if this is considered the full review.
Carrie Paldi: Can Licensing provide the updates made to transportation safety? 
Edith Farmer: The flyer was sent out on the ListServ. The providers should also have them available. The flyer states:
	“Each facility that provides transportation must keep a log that includes the following:
· Name of each child who was transported
· Date transportation was provided
· Time of vehicle departure and time vehicle arrived at destination
· Driver’s signature
· Name of each adult transported, including the driver
· Upon arrival at the destination, staff will mark each child off the log as the child departs the vehicle and conduct a physical and visual sweep of the vehicle to ensure no child is left behind in the vehicle
· Signed verification that each child is accounted for and physical and visual sweeps were conducted (NAC 432A.290.6; NAC 432A.290.7)”
The items that must be in a vehicle include:
· First Aid Kit
· Fire Extinguisher
· Triangle Reflectors
· Emergency Contact List
· Approved child restraint system for children under age 6 and who weigh less than 60 pounds(NRS 484B.167)

If transportation is provided by the licensee of a facility, all children must be protected by adequate supervision by the staff, safety precautions and adequate insurance which covers liability for health or injury, medical expenses and damages caused by uninsured motorists. The licensee of a facility shall require that each child is instructed in the conduct required for safe transportation. (NAC 432A.290.3)
Also, please keep in mind temperature outside. 

Carrie Paldi: I know that these standards are in the regulation. I think it would be a good idea to add the particulars in to the regulation so that people can read and understand. 

Edith Farmer: I will bring that back to Latisha Brown.

Diane Nicolet: Carrie, you are wanting clarification on information in a handout form?

Carrie Paldi: I think it’s important for people to be able to go to the regulation and see what the facility is being regulated on. If you don’t know that it’s there, you may not be following regulation. You don’t want to find out that you aren’t following regulation and the facility is up for inspection, and now it’s a non-compliance item. Since we are in regulation review, it would make sense to have these items added to the regulation. 

Diane Nicolet: Does it make sense to add those types of particulars to regulation? It seems that there are a lot of things that are not well defined in regulations. There is a reason for that, as frustrating as it is. Carrie makes a good point. If you’re going to be regulated on something, you have to have a mechanism for knowing what that means. Is it better to have it in a handout or spelled out in the NAC?

Anna Lisa Acosta: It is tough to spell out everything in regulation. There is no way we can put everything in our regulations, which is why, you’re saying sometimes they are broad. The regulation that’s in the handout, that was sent out via ListServ, deals with the safety measures for transporting children. We have defined what those safety measures are in a way to keep the regulation open. It has everything we feel it needs to have and then it’s also specific enough in the handout. Like Edith said, we will bring the suggestions back to Latisha Brown. 

Carrie Paldi: For something as specific as a first aid kit or a fire extinguisher, that it wouldn’t hurt to add those in the regulation. It would be more clear and transparent. 

Diane Nicolet: If those things won’t change, and they are good ideas from this point through the next 10 years, then it probably doesn’t hurt. 

Maureen Avery: I was actually written up on this before for non-compliance for not having fire extinguishers, etc. Where did this particular item come from? Who recommended this? Where is this information found? I don’t know that I would want my driver to have to deal with a vehicle fire versus gathering children at a safe distance and letting the fire department fight the fire, as long as the children were safe. I don’t know that I want my driver making the decision to use the fire extinguisher or getting the children away from the fire at a safe distance. I’m curious as to where these ideas and suggestions came from. 

Edith Farmer: We hear your concern. We looked at the Federal regulations. 

Maureen Avery: Where is that located?

Edith Farmer: I don’t have that information in front of me, but I can get you that information. 

Maureen Avery: I have checked with the health department, fire marshal, fire department, child care licensing, and no one can seem to get me any information about where this came from. I’m looking for information so that I have some sort of background in this. 

Diane Nicolet: This points to have effective and efficient training. We need to be able to site sources that are valid. Edith, if you can follow up with your colleagues to provide information, I think that will go a long way in solidifying healthy partnerships. 

Anna Lisa Acosta: The idea of sending of the informational flyer came as a result of some of the grant requirements. One of the things that they are stating is to have providers that provide transportation to attend a transportation safety course. That’s when Licensing comes in and we take a look at what we are doing currently, then we build on. The specifics and the research that Licensing has done, we can get you that information. We will send that out to you. 

Maureen Avery: That’d be great. I’m really interested in knowing where this information came from. I cannot find a resource that says this specifically. I am not exactly sure that I agree with this and that’s why I would like this information. 

Diane Nicolet: I think it is important to share information with parents and any stakeholders. The extra precautions we take to keep children safe. For parents and the community to know when you transport children, there is a fire extinguisher, and all of those things that can help keep us safe. If we have references, I think that would help us. 

Maureen Avery: I want to make sure that we have transparency. If I am not at my facility, I want to make sure everyone understands. We would have the proper information. 

4. Appointment of any open Committee positions and term limits-Diane Nicolet, Chair

Carrie Paldi: I had a conversation with Tiffany. She is interested in continuing her term with the council. She was not able to make the last meeting and she is unable to make this meeting due to a conflicting meeting. I will reach out to her one more time. If she continues to have meeting conflicts then we may have to consider filling the position with someone else. She certainly brings a valuable perspective but we can’t reappoint if she is not here. We do have requirements on how often we have to be here. She was elected president of the Head Start Association. I think that may conflict with our meetings.  

Diane Nicolet: I will reach out to Mary as well. I want to make sure she is ok.

Lisa Roberts: Mary may be out of town.

Diane Nicolet: Term limits and positions are as follows:
· Carrie Paldi: Term expires February 2019
· Sue Joyner: Term expires February 2019
· Tiffany Alston: Term expires February 2016
· Diane Nicolet: Term expires February 2017
· Laurie Ciardullo: Term expires December 2019
· Mary Rocha: Term expires December 2017
· Rachel Perez: Term expires February 2018
· Andrea Davis: Term expires February 2017
· Shelly Martinez: Term expires December 2018
· Andrea Doran: Term expires September 2017
· David Walton: Term expires December 2018
Carrie Paldi: There are 2 spreadsheets. One has email and phone and the other has the name and when the term expires. I am wondering if we can make this all one page?
Anna Lisa Acosta: We will do our best. We will only continue to post the spreadsheet with just the names of council members and term limits. 
Diane Nicolet: Anyone that may have a change in your email address, make sure that you notify licensing. 
5. Discussion of Regulation Review focus areas and recommendations-Diane Nicolet, Chair

Carrie Paldi: At the last meeting, we managed to get through all of the focus areas that Licensing provided to us, based on the child care block grant. Then, we discussed to allow for more discussion regarding those areas during this meeting. We encouraged more public comment and information to be brought forth regarding the regulations in this meeting. This is the last meeting to comment and bring forth feedback before this goes on to the next phase. We shared information from the workgroups that were able to complete some work. We entertained all public comment that came in during the last meeting. 

Diane Nicolet: Is this the full 10 year review? What comes next if this is the 10 year review? Also, we have primary focus areas but that does not mean that we can’t make other recommendations regarding other regulations. The block grant recommendations that need to be taken care of, what is the timeline and the procedure for moving to open forums and for assessing the impact? 

Carrie Paldi: One thing stated at the last meeting was that we are at the point of the 10 year review. That’s what started this process. The CCDBG reauthorization does dictate that these are priority and that the primary focus was going to be on these particular items. It doesn’t mean that other areas can’t be addressed with concerns or issues. My understanding is that this was the primary focus. Would that be correct?

Anna Lisa Acosta: Yes, these were the five areas that were the focus. There was a form that was provided to everyone a few meetings back. 

Carrie Paldi: It sounds like they are also adding in some things that they know have been issues that Surveyors have come across. Is that correct Edith?

Edith Farmer: Yes.

Diane Nicolet: I think we need to get some direction. NRS 233B.050 (e) states:
“Review its regulations at least once every 10 years to determine whether it should amend or repeal any of the regulations. Within 30 days after completion of the review, the agency shall submit a report to the Legislative Counsel for distribution to the next regulation session of the Legislature. The report must include the date on which the agency completed its review of the regulations and describe any regulation that must be amended or repealed as a result of the review.”
It does not dictate in there that it has to be in the form of a committee or council. It is really incumbent upon Child Care Licensing. I would like us to be able to at least address that law. As a council member, I would like definitive information. Is this the 10 year review? I want to make sure the law is followed. The question should be addressed sooner rather than later.
Carrie Paldi: I would agree. We want to make sure we follow the law.
Diane Nicolet: I am going to make a recommendation that Latisha address this. We need clarification. As a council member, I am really pleading to be able to understand what is going on. Everything may be happening behind the scenes and if that’s the case, so be it. I want to be able to attest to that. What is the process to inform the public so the public can be involved? Who is performing the impact? That’s the law. There has to be an impact study. 
Anna Lisa Acosta: At the last meeting, Latisha did go through the process. The regulation amendments will be reviewed internally, we will conduct the Small Business Impact Questionnaire, we will get that out to the public, and there will be public workshops. There is a process. I cannot give you a timeline. 
Diane Nicolet: Fast forward to the end of the timeline, what is the absolute deadline when the information must be provided? 
Anna Lisa Acosta: When it needs to be provided to LCB?
Diane Nicolet: Yes.
Anna Lisa Acosta: I don’t know. It’s coming quick.
Carrie Paldi: As I recall in our initial meetings and workgroups, our final recommendations had to be to licensing no later than May 2016. This will be the last of the meetings since the workgroups were disbanded. We will move on to the next phase of the process. 
David Walton: I share your concerns. Not fully understanding the timelines, our involvement in the process, but the responsibilities of the council member is something we take very seriously. I would like us to be involved in the timelines and the transparency with the review of the regulations. I would like to see and understand. 
Diane Nicolet: Maybe just a simple bulletin with information that shows timelines and transparency? I think that would be helpful. We can even post on the website so that interested parties can see what’s going on behind the scenes. 
What we are looking at (Ali Cooper) is a handout from the last meeting. It’s an overview of the 7 areas. This is good information. I was not at the last meeting so I did not see this. If we could have number 7: High-level timeline/schedule more defined. There is some really good information on this form. Maybe that could be posted on the website?
Anna Lisa Acosta: This is the information that Latisha provided at the last meeting. The first few items are the next steps. We are in the first one, it is being reviewed by DPBH. 
David Walton: I would like to review the handout from the last meeting. 
Carrie Paldi: This handout was dispersed to everyone at the last meeting but I’m not sure if it was able to get to everyone. I would like to request that this be emailed to all council members.
David Walton: I do recall a general discussion about this being our last meeting, but I’m not too sure about the details. If I have questions, I will be sure to ask Licensing. 
Diane Nicolet: That’s a good recommendation Carrie. There are a lot of individuals that need to attend by phone. If Latisha can ensure that all council members receive everything via email, make sure Sue Joyner gets all attachments in PDF, and then that way if you cannot make the meeting, you still have access to the meeting material. 
Edith Farmer: I wanted to let everyone know, I received confirmation, that this is the 10 year review. We expedited the top 5 to LCB, the rest will be reviewed and changed at a later date. 
Diane Nicolet: As soon as we can receive the particulars on that the better. I know that we are all very busy and if we can all have the time to participate, prepare, and read, that would work best. 
6. Future Agenda Items-Diane Nicolet-Chair

Carrie Paldi: We would like to keep all standing items, update on regulation review process, and I would be really interested in having an update on the new online system. We have been utilizing the new website and I really think it’s working quite effectively. How is the process going and how is this evolving?

Diane Nicolet: Under the updates for Child Care Licensing, we could have Licensing cover the updates for the new online system. 

Carrie Paldi: #5 should be update and discussion of regulation review focus areas and recommendations. 

Tentative item on agenda: Update from State Senators.

7. Update from Council Members

Carrie Paldi: I am really excited because we are getting prepared to open our next Creative Kids Learning Center. We will be having an open house in the next few weeks. I am also a member of the Nevada Early Childhood Council and Jack has provided a statement and policy on expulsion and suspension in early childhood settings. We would like to get feedback from the industry and from providers. Jack is asking for feedback by the end of April. If I can provide this statement, along with Jack’s contact information, to one of the girls in licensing, and licensing can disseminate to council members, I would appreciate that. I would highly encourage feedback. Whether you agree, disagree, something doesn’t sit right, I would encourage everyone to participate. Please share with anyone you think may be interested and have them provide feedback as well. 
NAEYC Conference is coming up in May. Registration is open. Early bird registration is now through May 1st. The event will be on May 19, 20 and 21st at the Atlantis in Las Vegas. 

Diane Nicolet: Thursday, May 19th, Dr. Megan MacIntosh is doing the Fireside Chat. She is providing booklets that she wrote. It has nothing to do with early childhood with young children. It has to do with you as a person, as an educator, as a leader, as a manager, and as an employee. It’s a different focus. It’s about us as a person and what we bring to the table at work. Friday morning, she is also the plenary speaker. She will take that Fireside Chat to another level. She will infuse more about how this relates to our profession. Saturday morning, Christy Cowers will be doing the morning plenary session. The morning sessions are from 8:00a.m.-9:45a.m. She is from Washington State and she is an expert in making those connections in practice, value, belief, and in stakeholders for P-3. Then the closing plenary is on Saturday from 3:30p.m.-5:00p.m. That is about an active shooter in the workplace. 

Shelly Nye: We are still working on trainer criteria and gathering information. Changes are due to roll out in January 2017. Keep an eye on our blog for information on how you can provide information and engage in the process. 

Denise Tanata: As part of the work that we have been doing as a part of the Children’s Advocacy Alliance, we will be meeting with legislators to talk about a variety of issues coming up in the 2017 session. I have a recommendation for the council to possibly invite the Senators to share thoughts behind the bills and intent, as a possible tentative agenda item.
Senator Woodhouse will be talking about issues that are about background checks and training requirements, that bill did not pass. Her intent is to put that forward again. Senator Spearman also had a bill that did not pass the last legislative session relating to giving priority access to military families. It is our understanding that she also intends to move that forward in the next session. It would be beneficial to invite them and listen to their intent and they can also listen to you, as early childhood providers. That way you could find out exactly what that would mean for you. We have also talked about what kind of a financial gap this would pose. 

Carrie Paldi: I would like the details from Licensing on the cost from the state for background checks and the work that’s being done. This is not a cost that is in addition to the work, this is a fee for the work that is already being done. I think that’s important to address. 

Denise Tanata: It would be beneficial to have some data, particularly around the background checks. I think she needs to be better educated as to what background fees might mean. Say there was an incident after the initial background check and there were charges of some kind, it would be beneficial to know if that happens or how often it happens. Has something like this resulted in any kind of injury? How is this type of situation handled? 

Carrie Paldi: I think it’s also important to know the specific steps that Licensing goes through on initial background checks and the annual checks that trigger another CANS check. So when someone gets there work card, here is the process that happens. This would be so that we have a specific understanding of what is actually going on. 

Diane Nicolet: Can you provide us with the previous bill numbers? That way we can go back?

Denise Tanata: When I send the contact information, I will go ahead and send a copy of the bills. 

Diane Nicolet: We should choose a date to have the Senator’s attend a meeting.

Denise Tanata: The sooner the better.

It was decided by the council to invite the Senator’s to the July 12, 2016 meeting.

	Denise Tanata: The Child Care Tax Credit is also coming up.
8. Adjournment
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Meeting adjourned at 3:10p.m.
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