












 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why should you care 
about HIV Criminalizat ion? 
 

HIV cr i minal iz ati on  l aws  
don’ t w ork  as  i ntended.  

 
HIV cr i minal iz ati on  l aws  do 
work  agai ns t  publ ic  health .  

 
HIV criminalization laws don’t 

align with current science. 
 

HIV specific criminalization 
laws are redundant and 

increase stigma. 

What is HIV Modernization? 
 
HIV Modernization is the modernization of the current unwarranted 

use of the criminal law to address a public health issue. 
 

HIV Modernization efforts use new science to help update language 
written into current laws that target people living with HIV for 

prosecution and excessive punishment. 
   

Many of these laws are based on decades old science and irrational 
fears based on the stigma associated with HIV.  

  
The outdated laws are often referred to as “HIV Criminalizaiton.” 
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Mission Statement 

The Coalition brings together people living with HIV (PLHIV), medical and 
public health leaders, policy experts, and other allies to improve public 

health, advance social justice, humanize PLHIV, and end HIV criminalization. 
We seek to modernize outdated laws and to end inappropriate arrests and 
prosecutions, unnecessary detentions, excessive bail and inadequate legal 

representation of PLHIV. We do this by speaking with a collective voice that 
is anchored in science and informed by the leadership of PLHIV working with 
public health and policy experts to educate our communities, our legislators, 

the judiciary, and law enforcement officials in order to pass meaningful 
reform measures. We will work to amplify the voices of PLHIV by engaging in 
these activities and will approach all our activiities while honoring the dignity 

of those most affected by HIV. 
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