What is a J-1 Physician Visa Waiver?
· International medical graduates completing their training in the U.S. on a J-1 Visa, may apply for a waiver of the requirement to return to their home country, in exchange for 3 years of service in a designated shortage area, or service to underserved populations.
What is the Conrad 30 program?
· Named after U.S. Senator Kent Conrad, the Conrad 30 program allocates 30 slots to each state, annually, to recruit international medical graduates to serve in health professional shortage areas, in exchange for a waiver of the requirement to return to their home country, under the J-1 Visa.
What is a flex slot?
· Under the Conrad 30 program, states may use up to 10 of the 30 J-1 Visa Waiver physician slots, annually, in facilities outside of designated areas, with documented service to underserved populations.
How does the Conrad 30/J-1 Physician Visa Waiver program work?
· International medical graduates completing their training in the U.S. on a J-1 Visa, may apply for a waiver through the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.  This federal application requires a letter of support from designated state agencies (typically the State Health Division), to confirm that the physician will be serving in a shortage area, or document service to an underserved population.
· A state application is also required, but the policies and procedures vary by state.  In Nevada, there are statutory (NRS 439A.130 – 185) and regulatory (NAC 439A.700 – 755) program requirements, in addition to policies and procedures.  Similar to other states, the Nevada Primary Care Office administers the Conrad 30/J-1 Physician Visa Waiver program with technical assistance and monitoring for program compliance.  
· Applications are accepted throughout the year on a first come, first served basis.  The current application fee is $500, to be submitted with the application.
· Specialists, including hospitalists, are eligible to apply, but must meet additional requirements, described under item 8 in the online application instructions.
Where do I start as a J-1 doctor if I want to work in Nevada under this program?
· You can register on the 3Rnet website to send your information out to sponsors/employers throughout the country. You will need to hire an immigration attorney to complete the federal and state application process, as well as the employment contract.  The NV PCO does not recommend specific attorneys, but you can find a list of attorneys we have worked with here.  Typically, one attorney represents both the physician and the employer. You can also contact Scott Jones in the PCO to distribute your CV to sponsors/employers throughout Nevada.
Can the Primary Care Office (PCO) tell me if I will get the waiver?
· No, the PCO does not make the decision if a physician gets the waiver or not. Our process is to review the application, conduct a public hearing with our Primary Care Advisory Council, and then make a recommendation to our Administrator for a letter of support to the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). The USCIS will then make the final decision. We are happy to answer questions about program requirements in Nevada and help you put together your application.
How do I qualify as a Sponsor/Employer?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Your site should be in a HPSA or MUA/P (Search here). You can also qualify outside of a HPSA or MUA/P if you fit certain criteria (contact the PCO). Your site should accept Medicaid, Medicare and Nevada Check-Up and provide care to uninsured and low-income patients with a Sliding Fee Scale. You also need to show that you have tried to recruit a U.S. physician for at least two months without success. Complete program requirements can be found here.
How do I recruit a J-1 doctor? 
· Post your open positions on 3Rnet website or refer interested physicians to register on this site. You will need to work with an immigration attorney to complete the federal and state application process, as well as the employment contract.  The NV PCO does not recommend specific attorneys, but you can find a list of attorneys we have worked with here.  Typically, one attorney represents both the physician and the employer. If you would like to be added to our listserv for notification, or if you have specific or urgent staffing needs, please contact Scott Jones (contact info on bottom on page) in the Nevada PCO so that we can forward physician referrals to you.

