







April 18, 2016




Mr. Thomas Vilsack 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Mr. Vilsack: 
This letter is in response to your correspondence of March 22, 2016 regarding the impact of prescription opioid abuse and heroin use across the country. I have provided detailed information on the Key Steps Nevada is taking to addressing the Opioid Epidemic. 
In 2015, I was named Vice Chair of the National Governors Association’s Policy Academy on Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention. Nevada convened a team of state health officials and community stakeholders. Nevada’s First Lady Kathleen Sandoval led the group which was tasked with creating a prescription drug abuse prevention plan for the Silver State. To accomplish this, the core team spent a year reviewing data, identifying gaps in the current system, researching best practices, speaking to national experts and making recommendations regarding programs and policies that Nevada should implement to reduce prescription drug abuse and overdose deaths.  The team developed a comprehensive 12 month strategic plan that is intended to improve community health by reducing prescription drug abuse by 18% by 2018. The strategic plan lays out steps to be taken across a number of disciplines, including community education and outreach, medical provider education, data, screening and treatment, criminal justice interventions, and coordination of efforts. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to developing a systematic action plan, the team recognized that Nevada’s statutes were lacking a number of key policy indicators outlined by the Trust for America’s Health in their 2013 report Prescription Drug Abuse: Strategies to Stop the Epidemic. In order to bring Nevada in line with these key policy indicators, I introduced the Good Samaritan Overdose Prevention Act during the 2015 Nevada legislative session. The bill was signed into law on May 5, 2015. The Good Samaritan Overdose Prevention Act made a number of substantial policy changes, including enacting the Good Samaritan Overdose Provision in statute, allowing third party prescribing of Naloxone, and requiring all prescribing physicians to utilize the prescription drug-monitoring program. With the passage of this Act, Nevada now meets all 10 of the policy indicators. 

Addressing prescription drug abuse and overdose deaths will continue to be a top priority of my administration. My administration looks forward to opportunities to work with our federal partners in order to leverage resources to address outstanding barriers to Nevada’s prevention efforts. 

						Sincere regards, 




						BRIAN SANDOVAL 
						Governor
Enclosure 

CC: 	Mr. Michael P. Botticelli
	Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy

	Ms. Sylvia M. Burwell 
	Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

