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Death Penalty in the United States



Helping People.  It’s who we are and what we do.

An individual’s opinion on capital punishment is the 
personal moral decision of the individual. However, as a 
member of a profession dedicated to preserving life 
when there is hope of doing so, a physician must not 
participate in a legally authorized execution.
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Helping People.  It’s who we are and what we do.

Physician participation in execution is defined as actions that fall 
into one or more of the following categories:
(a) Would directly cause the death of the condemned.
(b) Would assist, supervise, or contribute to the ability of another 
individual to directly cause the death of the condemned.
(c) Could automatically cause an execution to be carried out on a 
condemned prisoner.
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The following actions do not constitute physician participation in execution:
(o) Testifying as to the prisoner’s medical history and diagnoses or mental state as they 
relate to competence to stand trial, testifying as to relevant medical evidence during trial, 
testifying as to medical aspects of aggravating or mitigating circumstances during the 
penalty phase of a capital case, or testifying as to medical diagnoses as they relate to the 
legal assessment of competence for execution.
(p) Certifying death, provided that the condemned has been declared dead by another 
person.
(q) Witnessing an execution in a totally nonprofessional capacity.
(r) Witnessing an execution at the specific voluntary request of the condemned person, 
provided that the physician observes the execution in a nonprofessional capacity.
(s) Relieving the acute suffering of a condemned person while awaiting execution, including 
providing tranquilizers at the specific voluntary request of the condemned person to help 
relieve pain or anxiety in anticipation of the execution.
(t) Providing medical intervention to mitigate suffering when an incompetent prisoner is 
undergoing extreme suffering as a result of psychosis or any other illness.
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Laws Describing Physician Involvement in 
Government Authorized Executions
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Types of Physician Involvement in 
Government Authorized Executions
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Guaranteed Anonymity to Physicians Participating in 
Government Authorized Executions
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Guaranteed License Protection to Physicians 
Participating in Government Authorized Executions
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Physicians’ Rights to Refuse  Participation in 
Government Authorized Executions
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Requirement for Physician Participation in Government 
Authorized Executions
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Requirement for Physician Participation in Government 
Authorized Executions without Exceptions or Protection
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Requirement for Psychiatrist Participation in Government 
Authorized Executions (without Exceptions or Protection)



Helping People.  It’s who we are and what we do.

1. The judgment of death must be inflicted by an injection of a lethal drug.

2. The Director of the Department of Corrections shall:

(a) Execute a sentence of death within the week, the first day being Monday and the last day being Sunday, that the 
judgment is to be executed, as designated by the district court. The Director may execute the judgment at any time 
during that week if a stay of execution is not entered by a court of appropriate jurisdiction.

(b) Select the drug or combination of drugs to be used for the execution after consulting with the Chief Medical 
Officer.

(c) Be present at the execution.

(d) Notify those members of the immediate family of the victim who have, pursuant to NRS 176.357, requested to be 
informed of the time, date and place scheduled for the execution.

(e) Invite a competent physician, the county coroner, a psychiatrist and not less than six reputable citizens over the 
age of 21 years to be present at the execution. The Director shall determine the maximum number of persons who may 
be present for the execution. The Director shall give preference to those eligible members or representatives of the 
immediate family of the victim who requested, pursuant to NRS 176.357, to attend the execution.

3. The execution must take place at the state prison.

4. A person who has not been invited by the Director may not witness the execution.
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NRS 176.355 Execution of death penalty: 
Method; time and place; witnesses.
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Among 50 states and federal jurisdictions, 
Nevada is the only state that:
• Mandates at least two physicians to participate in 

executions;
• Explicitly requires a psychiatrist to participate in 

executions;
• Offers no anonymity or license protection for 

physicians who are mandated to participate in 
executions;

• Names at least one physician (CMO) who is tasked 
with rendering of professional advice regarding 
execution;

• Does not guarantee physicians’ rights to refuse to 
participate in execution
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• Alabama
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/15-18-
82.1.htm

• Arizona
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/
ars/13/00757.htm

• Arkansas
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=707be4
b1-7eaf-49ee-983e-
b4e2fa2c4d49&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZ
mODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpat
h=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-
legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-4YB0-R03N-R0GK-00008-
00&pddocid=urn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-4YB0-R03N-R0GK-00008-
00&pdcontentcomponentid=234170&pdteaserkey=sr0&pditab=allpods&ec
omp=g3J_kkk&earg=sr0&prid=e287a1ea-cd05-40dc-bd6b-f9495ba0ed3e
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• California
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawC
ode=PEN&division=&title=3.&part=3.&chapter=1.&article=

• Colorado
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/crs2017-title-
18.pdf
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-18-criminal-code/co-rev-st-sect-
18-1-3-1206.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-18-criminal-code/co-rev-st-sect-
18-1-3-1204.htmll
https://codes.findlaw.com/co/title-18-criminal-code/co-rev-st-sect-
18-1-3-1207.html
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• Florida
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0900-
0999/0922/Sections/0922.105.html

• Georgia
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=be127101-bebb-498a-af35-
018671366961&nodeid=AARAALAADAAP&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAR%2FAARAAL%2FAARAALAAD%2FAAR
AALAADAAP&title=%C2%A7+17-10-
38.+Death+sentences+generally&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2NWJlMDYK
AFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-
legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5NYG-GJ80-004D-846J-00008-00&ecomp=g35vkkk&prid=365faecb-
95eb-4ff6-b739-b43442c87ad5
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9a962b71-e9bf-499b-b6af-
3d5edc0dc8ca&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-
legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5NYG-GJ80-004D-846N-00008-
00&pdtocnodeidentifier=AARAALAADAAS&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2N
WJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&ecomp=v5rtkkk&prid=be127101-bebb-498a-af35-
018671366961
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=bbe9e5f9-253b-439e-83dd-
86e3ce42fd16&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-
legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5NYG-G5F0-004D-81XB-00008-
00&pdtocnodeidentifier=AARAALAADAAU&config=00JAA1MDBlYzczZi1lYjFlLTQxMTgtYWE3OS02YTgyOGM2N
WJlMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2feed0oM9qoQOMCSJFX5qkd&ecomp=v5rtkkk&prid=db782ce1-4fbd-478c-ba05-
43f02cd90fd3
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• Idaho
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title19/T19CH27/SECT19
-2716/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title19/T19CH27/SECT19
-2716A/

• Indiana
https://www.in.gov/idoc/files/Execution_of_Death_Sentence_IC_35_38_6.
pdf

• Kansas
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/statute/022_000_0000_chapter
/022_040_0000_article/022_040_0001_section/022_040_0001_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2017_18/statute/022_000_0000_chapter
/022_040_0000_article/022_040_0003_section/022_040_0003_k/
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• Kentucky
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=18610
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=18615

• Louisiana
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=79175
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=79176
https://legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?d=79178
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• Mississippi
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=b342e82b-2308-4cd7-8ba6-
ba1439b35fea&nodeid=ABYAALAABABG&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABY%2FABYAAL%2FABYAALAAB%2FABYAA
LAABABG&title=%C2%A7+99-19-
51.+Manner+of+execution+of+death+sentence%3B+execution+team%3B+confidentiality+of+identities+of+
members+of+execution+team%2C+supplier+of+lethal+injection+chemicals+and+witnesses+listed+in+Sectio
n+99-19-
55(2)%3B+immunity&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdG
Fsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-
legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5PCF-DT70-0035-R0B3-00008-00&ecomp=g35vkkk&prid=c24d2a0c-
5a35-433d-9c15-972b54ba6f64
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a052d84c-124b-4c32-9425-
ea8856766479&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes
-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5PCF-DT70-0035-R0B4-00008-
00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABYAALAABABH&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYz
U4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&ecomp=v5rtkkk&prid=b342e82b-2308-4cd7-8ba6-
ba1439b35fea
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=1a1c7b44-9d07-459b-a18a-
ff34707c7440&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-
legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5PCF-DT70-0035-R0B5-00008-
00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABYAALAABABI&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYz
U4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&ecomp=v5rtkkk&prid=a052d84c-124b-4c32-9425-
ea8856766479
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• Missouri
http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=546.720&bid=
28902&hl=
http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=546.740&bid=
28904&hl=

• Montana
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0460/chapter_0190/part_0010/sect
ion_0030/0460-0190-0010-0030.html

• Nebraska
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=83-965
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=83-966
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=83-967
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• Nevada
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-176.html#NRS176Sec355

• New Hampshire
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXII/630/630-5.htm

• North Carolina
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/ByArticle/
Chapter_15/Article_19.html
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/C
hapter_15/GS_15-188.1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/C
hapter_15/GS_15-190.pdf
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• Ohio
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/2949

• Oklahoma
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx

• Oregon
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors137.html

• Pennsylvania
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=
HTM&ttl=61&div=0&chpt=43

• South Carolina
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t24c003.php
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• South Dakota
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?
Type=Statute&Statute=23A-27A-31.2
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?
Type=Statute&Statute=23A-27A-32
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?
Type=Statute&Statute=23A-27A-34
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?
Type=Statute&Statute=23A-27A-34.1
http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?
Type=Statute&Statute=23A-27A-43
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Helping People.  It’s who we are and what we do.

• Tennessee
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=d
6eb5901-e17f-4d60-a707-ea07365d252b&title=40-23-
114.+Death+by+lethal+injection+--+Election+of+electrocution+--
+Electrocution+as+alternative+method.&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAB
O%2FABOAAX%2FABOAAXAAO&nodeid=ABOAAXAAO&config=02505
4JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBv
ZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%
2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A50JB-
7980-R03J-P1TW-00008-00&ecomp=g35vkkk&prid=dfaa0559-54e0-
49ed-94ef-086ec4438285
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Helping People.  It’s who we are and what we do.

• Texas
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.43.htm#43.18

• Utah
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title77/Chapter19/C77-
19_1800010118000101.pdf

• Virginia
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title53.1/chapter13/

• Washington
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.95.180
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=10.95.185
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Helping People.  It’s who we are and what we do.

• Wyoming
http://www.wyoleg.gov/StateStatutes/StatutesConstitution?tab=0

• U.S. Government
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2011-title18/html/USCODE-
2011-title18-partII-chap228-sec3596.htm
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2011-title18/html/USCODE-
2011-title18-partII-chap228-sec3597.htm

• U.S. Military
https://fas.org/irp/doddir/army/r190_55.pdf

• Code of Medical Ethics Opinion 9.7.3
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/capital-punishment
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