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November 20, 2018  
  
MEMORANDUM  
  
To:    Mr. Jon Pennell, DVM, Chairman  
    
  

State Board of Health  

From:   Julie Kotchevar, PhD., Secretary  
    
  

State Board of Health  

Re:  Consideration and adoption of proposed regulation LCB file number 
R150-18, amendment to Nevada Administrative Code 440.  

  
PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT  
  
The proposed regulations amend and modify existing language to make regulations more clear, current 
and compatible with the intent and scope of the Office of Vital Records (OVR). The proposed 
regulations are designed to provide clarity for the public regarding vital records and minimize the 
potential for fraud.   
 
The OVR introduced new language to improve the timeliness of death records for grieving families, in 
an attempt to improve our submission time of death records to the National Center for Health Statistics, 
and to minimize the potential for duplicate records.  
  
SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO THE NEVADA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE (NAC)  
  

• Proposed new regulations for initiating death records within 24 hours and timely death 
reporting.   

• Proposed revisions to existing language to provide clarity for the process of homebirths.   
• Proposed revisions to existing language to provide clarity, update for new state laws and 

address common issues for corrections and amendments to birth and death records.   
• Proposed revisions to existing language for adding omitted names to birth records to be more 

consistent with industry standards.     
• Proposed revisions to existing language to facilitate and assist to ensure accurate information 

is recorded on death records.     
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• Proposed revisions to existing language to list new certifiers for death records based on new 
state law.   

• Proposed revisions to existing language regarding the issuance of birth and death record data.   
 

POSSIBLE OUTCOME IF PROPOSED AMENDMENT IS NOT APPROVED  
  
NAC 440 regulations are for the security, confidentiality and accuracy of birth and death records of 
Nevadans and those visiting the State of Nevada.  Updating or adding new regulations ensures that 
the OVR is staying current with industry standards and ensuring the integrity of the records.  If not 
approved, identified issues will not be addressed to better serve those directly involved with our vital 
records.      
  
PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED 
 
The OVR prepared and posted a Small Business Impact Statement.  There was no economic impact 
determined.  The OVR held a public workshop on May 24, 2018.   
 
The Washoe County Medical Examiner’s Office was in support of the proposed regulations.  The public 
comment was that they were appreciative of OVR willing to discuss the changes beforehand and the 
opportunity to get the regulations corrected and more efficient.  
  
The proposed new regulation was opposed by three (3) funeral directors at the public workshop.  
After the workshop, the OVR has spoken with all three (3) funeral directors and explained to them the 
reasoning for the proposed new regulation.  The funeral directors seemed to understand OVR’s 
reasoning for the proposed regulation.  Most of the funeral director’s concerns surrounded around the 
completion of a death record, but the proposed regulation only addresses the starting of a death 
record.  OVR feels that even though their concerns are accurate that it does not apply specifically to 
the proposed new regulation.     
 
NAC 440 Sec 1.  Any certifier or funeral director initiating a death certificate shall start the 
record within 24 hours.  A certifier shall start the death certificate within 24 hours from the date 
and hour of death.  A funeral director shall start the death certificate within 24 hours after 
receiving the decedent.  
 
The required fields to start and save a death record is the decedent’s name, date of death, county of 
death and date of birth.  This information is usually available when the funeral home receives the 
decedent and can be entered into the vital records system in a very short time frame.  If the information 
is unavailable, “unknown” can be entered in the field, which will still allow the death record to be saved.  
More timely starting of a death record will not only assist the OVR, but also families who cannot locate 
their deceased loved one.        
 
One (1) funeral director opposed a revision to section 16 of the proposed regulations regarding 
disinterment.  The proposed regulation changes the time frame to “prior to” instead of “within 72 hours 
after” any disinterment that funeral director shall file an Affidavit for Correction of a Record. The 
opposition was because sometimes families change their mind for disinterment, which would result in 
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accurate death records.  As this is accurate, it is even more likely to have inaccurate death records if 
the Affidavit for Correction of a Record is not submitted with the disinterment form.   
 
The questions from Southern Nevada Health District were not made until November 14th through the 
attached e-mail and were not raised during the workshop process. The Division will continue to work 
with Southern Nevada Health District to examine their practice about how “obvious” errors are corrected 
to make sure that Southern Nevada Health District is in compliance with the regulations.  The Division 
will also look at whether further adjustment is necessary for a coroner or medical examiner to make 
changes to a death certificate but believe the proposed regulations and practice ensure accuracy of 
the records at this time.  For disinterment, the Division is changing the time frame when the affidavit 
should be submitted to ensure accuracy of the death record.  The question regarding disinterment 
pertains to existing language.   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
  
Staff recommends that the State Board of Health adopt the proposed amended regulation to NAC 440 
Vital Statistics, LCB file number R150-18.   
  
PRESENTER  
  
Jason Lewis, Program Officer III, Office of Vital Records and Statistics, Division of Public and 
Behavioral Health 
 
Karen Beckley, Bureau Chief, Health Protection and Preparedness, Division of Public and Behavioral 
Health 
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