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ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE STATE PROGRAM FOR ORAL HEALTH (AC4OH) 
MINUTES 

July 15, 2016 
1:00 p.m. 

 
Bureau of Child, Family & Community Wellness 
(BCFCW) 
4150 Technology Way, Room 204 
Carson City, NV 89706 
(775) 684-4285 

Bureau of Health Care Quality & Compliance 
(HCQC) 
4220 S Maryland Parkway, Bldg. D, Suite 810 
Las Vegas, NV 89154 
(702) 895-3011 

AT&T Conferencing 
Dial-In Toll Free Number 1-877-336-1831 
Participant Code: 4756895 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Christine Garvey, Chair   
Kelly Taylor, Vice-Chair  
Dr. Christina Demopoulos 
Dr. Brandi Dupont  
Mary Liveratti  
Cathie Davenport  
Keith Clark 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
Dr. Emily Whipple  
Niki Farris  
Dr. Tyree Davis 
Julie Stage-Rosenberg 
Dr. Robert Talley  
 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STAFF 
Beth Handler, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Child, Family and Community Wellness (BCFCW) 
Deborah Aquino, Oral Health Program Manager, BCFCW 
Cailey Hardy, Administrative Assistant, Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH), BCFCW 

OTHERS PRESENT 
Chuck Damon, Division of Health Care Financing and Policy  
Sydney McKenzie, Oral Health Nevada 
Antonina Capurro, DMD, UNLV School of Dental Medicine  
Cathy Carrero, UNLV School of Dental Medicine 
Tina Drego, Huntridge Teen Clinic  
Judith Skelton, PhD, UNLV School of Dental Medicine  
 
Chair Christine Garvey called the Advisory Committee on the State Program for Oral Health 
(AC4OH) meeting to order at 1:10 p.m.   Ms. Garvey indicated the meeting was properly posted 
at the locations listed on the agenda in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law (OML). 
 
 

1. ROLL CALL 
Roll was taken and it was determined a quorum of the Advisory Committee on the State 
Program for Oral Health (AC4OH) was present. 
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2. APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 25, 2016 AC4OH MEETING 

Chair Christine Garvey entertained a motion to approve the minutes from the March 25, 2016 
meeting.  
 

DR. CHRISTINA DEMOPOULOS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 25, 2016 AC4OH 

MEETING.  KELLY TAYLOR SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

3. MEDICAID, DIVISION OF HEALTH CARE FINANCING AND POLICY –UPDATES  
Chuck Damon informed the members on June 6, 2016 Medicaid conducted a provider outreach 
focus group with dental providers to offer an opportunity for providers to express concerns with 
Medicaid’s policy.  An additional focus group is scheduled for August 5, 2016 in Northern Nevada.  
An audit was done by HMS Federal, they examined claims and billings and gave policy 
recommendations.  HMS Federal reviews all states and provides suggestions on how to strengthen 
policy.  Chair Christine Garvey asked if a summary was available from the audit and can be placed 
on the agenda for the next meeting.  Mr. Damon informed the members he will see if it is a 
possibility to release the audit to the public.  Chair Garvey asked the status of the white paper for 
the adult dental benefit.  Mr. Damon stated the documents were submitted and placed on the 
budget.  Sydney McKenzie thanked Mr. Damon for moving forward with the focus groups and 
giving the dental community a voice.  
 

4. ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM AND/OR DIVISION UPDATES 

Deborah Aquino informed the members the interviews for the new positions for the Dental Officer 
and Public Health Dental Hygienist have been conducted and a selection will soon be made.  The 
Public Health Dental Hygienist will help lead the Basic Screening Survey (BSS) at Head Start sites 
throughout the state to have baseline data.  Head Start will provide most of the funding for the 
BSS.  The Oral Health Program has been supported by Maternal and Child Health.  Last year for the 
first time the Oral Health Program received some funding support from Women, Infant and 
Children Section (WIC) and has designed an education program for WIC for pregnant women to 
understand the importance of oral health during pregnancy and for their babies.  There has also 
been a request for personnel assistance to help get the packets completed.  The Oral Health 
Program is working to collaborate with programs within the Division of Public and Behavioral 
Health to have oral health incorporated in the programs.  The Oral Health Program is also working 
with Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Agency (SAPTA) to ensure oral health is included 
in the conversation of opioid addiction and substance misuse.  The Oral Health Program is working 
on dual program applications for funding.  Two applications have been submitted in the previous 
two (2) months.  One was centered on tobacco use with an oral health component.  This was 
approved but did not receive funding, in the past there have been applications approved which 
later received federal funding through the Health Resources Services and Administration (HRSA).  
Another HRSA grant is integrating oral health into all chronic disease programs, this starts with a 
pilot program.  It was required to select a specific area and diabetes prevention was selected due 
to the strong systemic health relationship, the application is still pending.  
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Ms. Aquino thanked all the partners helping the Oral Health Program and noted how the 
Immunization Program has been helping promote oral health at events and trainings.  Ms. Aquino 
thanked Sydney McKenzie with Northern Nevada Dental Coalition for Underserved Population 
(CUSP) for registering for the Nevada Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities event and 
representing Oral Health.   
 
Kelly Taylor asked who is designing the programs for Head Start.  Ms. Aquino informed the 
members most of them are education programs using curriculum which is nationally approved for 
Head Start and the State Dental Hygienist will also help design and lead the program. 
 
Cathie Davenport asked when the positions will be starting.  Ms. Aquino stated there is not any 
specific dates at this time.  Mary Liveratti asked if the positions were in the budget request.  Ms. 
Aquino stated her understanding is yes, they are continued as contractors.   
 
Chair Garvey opened it up for public comment.  Dr. Judy Skelton asked how candidates were 
filtered and who was on the interview panel.  Ms. Aquino stated the applicants and interview 
panel were selected by the Division’s Administrator, Cody Phinney, with the help of Richard 
Whitley.  The new Chief Medical Health Officer, Dr. John DiMuro, will be the direct supervisor of 
the positions.  Dr. Christina Demopoulos stated it would have been preferred to have a Nevada 
dental provider on the panel.   
 

5. COALITION REPORTS  

 Oral Health Nevada 
Chair Christine Garvey informed the Committee Oral Health Nevada is working on legislative day 
and moving forward as an educational opportunity to inform legislators and the public of the 
importance of oral health.  The coalition is also reaching out to the Dental Hygienist Association 
and the Dental Association for collaboration efforts.  There are efforts to get all oral health 
coalitions and associations together to get a unified message when going to the legislators.  
 

 Community Coalition for Oral Health (CCOH)  
Cathie Davenport informed the members she attended the DentaQuest Foundation Conference in 
California.  This provided an opportunity to see what other states are doing and explore 
implementing the ideas from other states for Nevada.  CCOH is looking forward to the legislative 
day and to collaborate with the Dental Hygienist Association to have the dental, hygienist and 
coalition communities have the same consistent message.  
 

 Northern Nevada Dental Coalition for Underserved Population (CUSP) 
Sydney McKenzie informed the members Truckee Meadows Community College’s 12 students 
graduated and successfully passed the national and state board.  The National Dental Hygienist 
Association elected a Las Vegas Dental Hygienist as the District 12 trustee.  Ms. McKenzie thanked 
Deborah Aquino for always pushing oral health to all communities.  Healthy Communities Coalition 
is having Remote Area Medical (RAM) event come to Silver Springs September 23-25, 2016 and to 
Pahrump September 30 to October 2, 2016.  RAM will be doing the vision, medical, and dental 
components. 
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Dr. Brandi Dupont informed members the Community Health Alliance (CHA) attempted to get a 
federal grant to open a dental site in Sparks and unfortunately was not funded.  CHA is looking to 
integrate dental and medical in our clinics and have a hygienist come in and do a screening and 
fluoride application at every child well checkup.  CHA is continuing to grow the adult outreach 
program. CHA is working to collaborate with Future Smiles to help provide follow up care.   
 
Deborah Aquino asked for the legislative day date.  Chair Garvey stated it is on March 23, 2017. 
Cathie Davenport informed Dr. Dupont any issues with Medicaid to contact Chuck Damon with 
Medicaid to help get this issues solved for providers.  
 

6. DISCUSSION ON UPDATES FOR THE SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CLINIC CERTIFICATION STATUS 
AND CRITERIA  
Deborah Aquino informed the members she reached out to Eileen Hough, at this time there are 
only eight (8) School-Based Health Centers or sponsoring agencies.  In the original requirements 
for certification it is required to follow Bright Futures medical guidelines.  Ms. Aquino 
recommended reaching out to the Health Alliance to speak with them on oral health being 
placed in the School-Based Health Centers.  Chair Garvey stated looking at the certification for 
School-Based Health Centers in Nevada it does not require any dental staff.  Chair Garvey 
request to examine the criteria for certification and try to add in oral health components.  
Cathie Davenport asked who establishes the guidelines for certification.  Chair Garvey informed 
it is the state who decides the guidelines for certification.  Beth Handler stated there is not a 
School-Based Health Center program, however; Eileen Hough can be the Committees 
connection regarding School-Based Health Centers and can use her as a conduit for the School-
Based Health Alliance.  Chair Garvey asked for an updated list of the schools and locations 
throughout the state for the School-Based Health Centers.       
 

7.   DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION OF A NEW APPOINTEE TO FILL A VACANCY ON THE     
      AC4OH.  THE RECOMMENDED CANDIDATE WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE ADMINISTRATOR OF       
      THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FOR FINAL APPROVAL 

Chair Christine Garvey mentioned Chris Mariano expressed interest if there were any vacancies 
on the Committee.  Chair Garvey mentioned she will reach out to Ms. Mariano to see if she is 
interested.  Dr. Brandi Dupont asked if there was a certain area of expertise to add to the 
Committee.  Chair Garvey stated public health nurse expertise would be a good area to add to 
the Committee.  Deborah Aquino stated there are three (3) members whose positions expired 
to be placed on the next agenda for reappointment.  The committee has one vacancy.  Those 
with terms expired are Dr. Robert Talley, Niki Farris and Dr. Christina Demopoulos.  Ms. Aquino 
mentioned on the next agenda a new chair and co-chair needs to be elected according to the 
bylaws.  Ms. Aquino recommended having a dentist for the next chair on the Committee.  Dr. 
Christina Demopoulos requested having the bylaws present in the next meeting packet.   
Dr. Demopoulos made a recommendation for Dr. Judy Skelton to be appointed to the 
Committee.    
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DR. CHRISTINA DEMOPOULOS MADE A MOTION TO MAKE A RECOMMENDATION TO THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TO APPOINT DR. JUDY SKELTON ON THE AC4OH.  KELLY TAYLOR 

SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Dr. Judy Skelton thanked the members and stated she is currently a professor and an Assistant 
Dean for Outreach and Engagement at University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  Has always worked in 
the public health sector and is excited to be on the Committee to help learn and teach new 
things and ways to improve oral health in Nevada.       
 

8.  REVIEW LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR AND DISCUSS AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON ACTION 
 PLANNING FOR 2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Deborah Aquino stated she will send out the legislative calendar to all the members for review.   
Kelly Taylor asked if it is requested in the budget to continue the Dental Health Officer and  
Public Health Hygienist position.  Ms. Aquino stated there is no guarantee but it is being   
pursued.  Cathie Davenport mentioned she was contacted by Seniors United and asked if there   
were anything their legislators can support.  Chair Garvey recommended creating a workgroup  
to review regulations and statutes regarding dental providers.  
 

MARY LIVERATTI MADE A MOTION TO DRAFT A LETTER OF RECCOMEDNATION TO INCLUDE IN THE GOVERNOR’S 

2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BUDGET FOR THE CONTINUATION FOR THE DENTAL OFFICER AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

HYGIENIST.  KELLY TAYLOR SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Deborah Aquino mentioned for a legislation recommendation to have dental screenings for 
children prior to kindergarten entry.  Chair Garvey recommended taking this issue to the Dental 
Health Officer and Public Hygienist to see how this can be supported and developed.   
 
CATHIE DAVENPORT MADE A MOTION TO RECOMMEND A PRIORITY FOR THE DENTAL HEALTH OFFICER AND PUBLIC 

HEALTH HYGIENIST TO INVESTIGATE AND EXAMINE VIABLE MODEL PLANS TO IMPLEMENT A DENTAL SCREENING FOR 

CHILDREN PRIOR TO KINDERGARTEN ENTRY.  DR. CHRISTINA DEMOPOULOS SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Sydney McKenzie recommended the Committee to reach out to government affairs at the 
American Dental Association, the American Dental Hygienist Association and the Public Health 
Association to help examine regulations and statutes.  Chair Garvey asked Ms. McKenzie to 
provide the information to Ms. Aquino to share with the work group.   
 

9.   DISCUSS AND RECOMMEND AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING   
Chair Garvey requested a meet and greet with Dr. John DiMuro, the new Chief Medical Officer 
and the new state dental positions.  Cathie Davenport requested to have an agenda item for 
discussion on opioid misuse and oral health education materials. Dr. Christina Demopoulos 
stated there is a community educator for health care providers and can potentially request a 
presentation regarding the misuse for opioids.  There will be an agenda item for the School-
Based Health Center update.  There will also be agenda items for the three (3) terms for 
consideration to be renewed and the election of a new chair and co-chair.  It was also 
requested for a presentation from Huntridge.  Mary Liveratti also requested the legislative 
calendar to be on the agenda.  
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CATHIE DAVENPORT MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE RECOMMENDED AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING.  
DR. BRANDI DUPONT SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

10.  PUBLIC COMMENT  
Deborah Aquino welcomed Dr. Judy Skelton as a new member of the Committee.  
 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 
        Meeting was adjourned at 3:16 P.M. 

 
 
 
 
  


