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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD 
MINUTES 

AUGUST 1, 2014 
9:00 a.m. 

 
The Maternal and Child Health Advisory Board held a public meeting on 08/01/2014, beginning 
at 9:05 a.m. at the following locations: 

Division of Public and Behavioral Health 
4150 Technology Way, Room 303  
Carson City, Nevada 89706 

Health Care Quality and Compliance 
4220 S. Maryland Parkway, Suite 810 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 
 

Nevada Early Intervention Services 
1020 Ruby Vista Drive, Suite 102  
Elko, Nevada 89801 

AT&T Conferencing 
Dial-in Toll-Free Number 1-877-336-1831 
Participants Code  4756895 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Bonnie Sorenson, Chair, RN, BSN 
Veronica (Roni) Galas, Vice-Chair Carson City 

Health and Human Services (CCHHS) 
Assemblywoman Ellen Spiegel 
Tyree Davis, DDS, Nevada Health Centers  
Lisa Lottritz, Public Health Nursing 

Supervisor, Washoe County Health 
Department 

Marsha Matsunaga-Kirgan, MD, UNSOM  
Amanda Spletter, Medical Case Manager, 

Clark County Department of Family 
Services (CCDFS) 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
Joy DeGuzman, MD, Nevada Health Centers 
Fred Schultz, Founder and CEO of Foundation 

of Positively Kids 
Senator Joseph (Joe) P. Hardy, MD 
 

 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STAFF PRESENT 
Beth Handler, Deputy Bureau Chief, Bureau of Child, Family and Community Wellness 
Andrea Rivers, Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Section Manager, BCFCW 
Deborah Aquino, Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Program Manager, BCFCW 
Mary Pennington, Newborn Screening (NBS) Program Manager, Congenital and Inherited 

Disorders/Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI), BCFCW 
Evelyn Dryer, Grants Manager, Home Visiting, BCFCW 
Vickie Ives, Health Program Specialist, Maternal and Infant Health, BCFCW 
Leah Thompson, Program Coordinator, Adolescent Health, BCFCW 
Yurie Lui, Health Resource Analyst, Home Visiting, BCFCW 
Laura Hale, Primary Care Office (PCO) Manager, DPBH 
Ingrid Mburia, Health Program Specialist, MCH Epidemiology, BCFCW 
Sarah Demuth, Health Program Officer, Adolescent Health, BCFCW 
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Chris Bashaw-Pearson, Administrative Assistant, MCAH, BCFCW 
Michelle Friend, Administrative Assistant, EHDI, BCFCW 
Kayleen Taylor, Administrative Assistant, Adolescent Health, BCFCW 

 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Elizabeth Arbogast, Administrative Assistant, Maternal Child Health Coalition 
Michelle Gorelow, Director of Program Services, March of Dimes 
Melinda Hoskins, The Hoskins APRN Clinic 
Barry Lovgren, Public 

 
Chair Bonnie Sorenson called the Maternal and Child Health Advisory Board meeting to order at 
9:05 a.m.  Ms. Sorenson indicated the meeting was properly posted at the locations listed on 
the agenda in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law. 
 
1. Roll Call 

Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum of the Maternal and Child Health 
Advisory Board (MCHAB) was present. 
 

2. Vote on minutes from the May 30, 2014 meeting 
Chair Bonnie Sorenson asked whether there were any corrections to the draft minutes from 
the May 30, 2014 meeting.  

 
CHAIR SORENSON ENTERTAINED A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES. A MOTION TO APPROVE WAS 
MADE BY DR. TYREE DAVIS. ASSEMBLYWOMAN ELLEN SPEIGEL SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT PUBLIC COMMENT.   

 
3. Morbidity and Mortality Follow-up 

Vickie Ives said she would expand on information from the last MCHAB meeting and 
provided Exhibit A which explained the following:  

• Annual reporting  
• Steps involved in starting a Maternal Mortality Review Board 
• Areas for improving data collection 

 
Ms. Ives explained the difference between pregnancy-associated mortality versus 
pregnancy-related mortality. Exhibit B was a preliminary report of Maternal Mortality Rate 
Estimates and sample sizes were small, covering years 2010 – 2012 and counts were not 
final.  All 50 states participate in the Pregnancy Mortality Surveillance System (PMSS) where 
data is reported to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) every year.  Vital 
Statistics sends linked maternal death certificates and birth records for all women whose 
deaths occurred during pregnancy or within one year of pregnancy termination.  
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Ms. Ives said there was an excellent resource which outlined the steps the CDC requires to 
create a Morbidity Mortality Review Board and continued sharing information contained in 
Exhibit A.      
She also listed ways to improved data collection.  
 
A PowerPoint presentation (Exhibit C) was given by Ms. Ives.    
 
Roni Galas asked what was included in the non-cardiovascular diseases category.    Marsha 
Matsunaga-Kirgan, MD said hypertension was one of the leading causes.   Dr. Matsunaga-
Kirgan asked for the national pregnancy-related mortality rates in the United Stated 
compared to Nevada.  Ms. Ives said it was difficult to compare data as it was preliminary 
and sample sizes were small. Ms. Ives explained the data were preliminary, so she did not 
want to compare United States information against Nevada.  Ms. Galas said International 
Classification of Disease (ICD)-9 was used for coding and soon ICD-10 and asked whether 
there was mapping available and would this help in isolating and collecting better data?  
Deborah Aquino said Vital Records was working on parts of the data collection and quality 
improvement efforts; also, dialog was needed concerning death record reporting.  Chair 
Bonnie Sorenson asked whether the Division was interested in starting a review board. Ms. 
Aquino said at this time it was not a priority because of funding concerns. 
 

4. Program reports  
Deborah Aquino said program reports were included with the agenda (Exhibit D) but there 
were a few updates.   
 

Vickie Ives gave her report on the safe sleep campaign.  Ingrid Mburia said the Maternal 
Child Heath (MCH) Block Grant was submitted on July 14, 2014, and would be posted on the 
MCH website.  Ms. Mburia gave an update on Nevada Baby BEARS (Birth Evaluation and 
Assessment of Risk Survey). 
 

Beth Handler said based on a prior meeting, the Division submitted a budget concept paper 
to the administration regarding the proposed repeal of Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 
442.420, which requires the Division to maintain a system for monitoring Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome (FAS).  Ms. Handler said NRS 442.420 is not enforceable because there is no 
mandatory reporting for providers and many types of providers may diagnose FAS at 
different ages of an individual, as well as other components of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD). There is no funding attached to the development of such a comprehensive 
system. There is question and skepticism as to whether a system could be developed that 
could generate data of sufficient validity. The Division is able to develop targeted 
educational campaigns using existing data sources. Ms. Handler asked the Board for 
guidance on the alternatives if no one was preparing a Bill Draft Request (BDR).  
 

Roni Galas asked about the MCH, Title V Needs Assessment and whether the planning 
process involved conversations with other entities in the community.  Ms. Mburia said MCH 
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was aware of other entities and was communicating with them regarding utilizing some of 
their data.  Chair Bonnie Sorenson said having many assessments available was important. 
  
Ms. Sorenson asked about the reorganization of Newborn Screening (NBS) and the Nevada 
State Heath Lab.  Mary Pennington reported the Nevada State Health Lab became the NBS 
lab of choice on July 1.  The screening processing was going smoothly.  Dr. Tyree Davis 
understood this new process would help expedite results and Mary concurred.  
 
Ms. Aquino introduced Andrea Rivers, the new Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health 
Section Manager.   
 
Michelle Gorelow gave her report on the Nevada Statewide MCH Coalition (Exhibit D). 
     
Laura Hale went over her report from the Primary Care Office (Exhibit D).  Dr. Davis asked 
how well the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) program was 
working.  Ms. Hale said WICHE was supporting an expansion for mental health services and 
was contracted to develop a psychology intern program.   Ms. Hale said she would try to 
get Dr. Davis information on the WICHE program, including dental programs. Ms. Galas 
said, due to the huge need, any effort to improve and expand behavioral health services 
was welcome.  
 
Barry Lovgren thanked the Board, Bureau and Ms. Aquino for re-energizing Perinatal 
Substance Abuse Prevention and partnering with SAPTA (Substance Abuse Prevention 
Treatment Agency) in developing the public education campaign.  Mr. Lovgren was pleased 
with the sobermomshealthybabies.org website which was developed by MCH and SAPTA 
staff. He encouraged the Board to visit the site and provide feedback to the Bureau.   

 
5. Discussion and recommendations regarding consideration of new appointees and 

renewing expiring terms which will be submitted to Nevada State Board of Health (BOH) 
Deborah Aquino stated Dr. Tyree Davis’ term would expire on September 30, 2014 and Kami 
Larsen, MD chose not to continue when her term expired on June 30, 2014.  Dr. Davis said 
he would continue. 
  

CHAIR BONNIE SORENSON ENTERTAINED A MOTION FOR DR. DAVIS TO REMAIN ON THE BOARD. A MOTION 
WAS MADE BY AMANDA SPLETTER. RONI GALAS SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
WITHOUT PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 

Ms. Aquino asked that recommendations for the vacant position be sent to her with a 
Curriculum Vitae (CV) which would be presented at the next meeting.  Dr. Tyree said the 
Board might consider someone in private practice.  Ms. Aquino said the Board may also 
want to consider a professional in the field of behavioral health or substance abuse 
treatment or prevention.   
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6. Public Comment  
Melinda Hoskins had called in to talk about midwives during public comment but the 
teleconference connection was lost.  Chair Bonnie Sorenson recommended placing the topic 
as an agenda item for the next meeting.  Ms. Sorenson said the next meeting would be the 
Board’s last opportunity to discuss legislative issues before the Legislative Session begins 
and asked whether there was interest in a compilation of legislative issues which could 
impact Maternal and Child Health.  Deborah Aquino said staff could help compile a list of 
issues for the Board. Michelle Gorelow from March of Dimes offered her organization.  Ms. 
Sorenson said the Southern Nevada Health District was hosting a meeting with Legislators 
to educate on components of comprehensive sex education.  There were issues regarding 
continued collection of body mass index (BMI) data in schools.  Roni Galas agreed this 
information should be an agenda item and also NRS.442.420 that Beth Handler reported on 
which impacts the board.  Ms. Sorenson would like an update from Nevada Public Health 
Lab regarding Newborn Screening transition.  Ms. Galas thought it would be valuable if each 
member of this Board visit the sobermomshealthybabies.org.  Ms. Aquino said currently the 
website did not have a comment section, but if anything incorrect was discovered, send her 
the information. Ms. Aquino explained this was a soft launch of the website, but would be 
widespread with television and radio announcements to be released following the 
November election.   

 
7. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 
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