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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD 
MINUTES 

MAY 30, 2014 
9:00 a.m. 

 
The Maternal and Child Health Advisory Board held a public meeting on 5/30/2014, beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. at the following locations: 

Division of Public and Behavior Health 
4150 Technology Way, Room 303 Carson 
City, Nevada 89706 

Health Care Quality and Compliance 
4220 S. Maryland Parkway, Suite 810 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Candy Hunter, Chair, RN, M.Ed. 
Bonnie Sorenson, Vice-Chair, RN, BSN 
Assemblywoman Ellen Spiegel 
Veronica (Roni) Galas, Carson City Health and 

Human Services (CCHHS) 
Joy DeGuzman, MD, Nevada Health Centers 
Marsha Matsunaga-Kirgan, MD, UNSOM  
Fred Schultz, Founder and CEO of Foundation 

of Positively Kids 

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT 
Senator Joseph (Joe) P. Hardy, MD 
Tyree Davis, DDS, Nevada Health Centers  
Kami Larsen, MD, University of Nevada 

School of Medicine (UNSOM)  
Amanda Spletter, Medical Case Manager, 
Clark County Department of Family Services 
(CCDFS) 

 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STAFF PRESENT 
Christine Mackie, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Child, Family & Community Wellness (BCFCW) 
Beth Handler, Deputy Bureau Chief, BCFCW 
Deborah Aquino, Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Program Manager, BCFCW 
Mary Pennington, Newborn Screening (NBS) Program Manager, Congenital and Inherited 

Disorders/Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI), BCFCW 
Melanie Flores, Health Program Specialist, Community Health Worker Program, BCFCW 
Evelyn Dryer, Grants Manager, Home Visiting, BCFCW 
Sarah Demuth, Health Program Officer, Adolescent Health, BCFCW 
Lindsey Dermid-Gray, Program Specialist, Women, Infant and Children (WIC) 
Deborah Duchesne, Program Specialist, Rape Prevention Education, BCFCW 
Laura Hale, Health Resource Analyst, Public Health Preparedness Program 
Lily Helzer, Home Visiting Program Coordinator, BCFCW 
Charlene Howard, Health Program Specialist, Substance Abuse Prevention And Treatment 

Agency (SAPTA) 
Vickie Ives, Health Program Specialist, Maternal and Infant Health, BCFCW 
Jessica Lamb, Health Program Specialist, Chronic Disease Prevention & Health Promotion, 

BCFCW 
Ingrid Mburia, Health Program Specialist, MCH Epidemiology, BCFCW 
Cathy Robinson, Health Program Specialist, NBS, BCFCW 
Chris Bashaw-Pearson, Administrative Assistant, MCAH, BCFCW 
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OTHERS PRESENT 
Elizabeth Arbogast, Maternal Child Health Coalition 
Jennifer Bonk, Social Services Program Specialist, Division of Health Care Financing and Policy 

(DHCFP) 
Marti Cote, Social Services Chief, DHCFP 
Melissa Faul, Child Death Review Specialist, Division of Child and Family Services 
Michelle Gorelow, Director of Program Services, March of Dimes 
Judy Henderson, Education and Outreach Coordinator, Nevada Network against Domestic 

Violence 
Barry Lovgren, Public 
Lisa Lottritz, Public Health Nursing Supervisor, Washoe County Health Division 
Laura Valentine, Chief, Aging and Disability Service Division 
Regina Washington, Co-Chair, Northern Nevada MCH Coalition  

 
Chair Candy Hunter called the Maternal and Child Health Advisory Board meeting to order at 
9:03 a.m. Ms. Hunter indicated the meeting was properly posted at the locations listed on the 
agenda in accordance with the Nevada Open Meeting Law. 
 
1. Roll Call 

Roll call was taken and it was determined that a quorum of the Maternal and Child Health 
Advisory Board was present. 
 

2. Vote on minutes from the March 7, 2014 meeting 
Chair Hunter asked whether there were any corrections to the draft minutes from the 
March 7, 2014 meeting.  

 
CHAIR HUNTER ENTERTAINED A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES. A MOTION TO APPROVE WAS MADE 
BY BONNIE SORENSON. RONI GALAS SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT 
PUBLIC COMMENT. 

 
3. Report from Subcommittee on Campaign to reduce substance use during pregnancy 

Bonnie Sorenson, Chair of the Subcommittee said the Subcommittee met this morning and 
recommended moving forward with the campaign as proposed to the Maternal and Child 
Health Advisory Board. 
 

4. Advise the Division on moving forward with campaign to reduce substance use during 
pregnancy  
 

CHAIR HUNTER ENTERTAINED A MOTION FOR THE MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD TO 
CONTINUE MOVING FORWARD WITH THE CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE SUBSTANCE USE DURING PREGNANCY. A 
MOTION TO APPROVE WAS MADE BY RONI GALAS. BONNIE SORENSON SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLIC COMMENT. 
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5. Updates on Lead Screening and Early, Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment 

(EPSDT)  
Chair Candy Hunter said Marti Cote from Medicaid was present. Ms. Cote said in Chapter 
1500 of the Medicaid Services Manual, EPSDT, there was policy regarding lead screening for 
providers to follow. Lead screening was tracked through claims data and Ms. Cote did not 
believe a lot of the providers had lead screening equipment in their offices. Ms. Hunter 
explained Doreen Begley, Early Head Start Coordinator worked with Ms. Cote to develop a 
questionnaire. Ms. Begley needed written support to assure she was in compliance with 
regulations. Bonnie Sorenson said the risk assessment was well written and covered key 
points. Christine Mackie said Dr. Tracey Green approved the risk assessment form and 
would provide a formal letter. Ms. Hunter thanked Ms. Begley for her work on the screening 
questionnaire.     
 

6. Status of midwives in Nevada 
Mary Pennington provided an overview of the Newborn Screening (NBS) program and a 
PowerPoint presentation (Exhibit A) on the practice of midwifery in Nevada. Ms. Pennington 
said midwives were required by regulation to provide NBS screening information to the 
parents but it was the parents’ responsibility to ensure the screening occurred. Twenty-five 
percent of the births in Nevada attended by midwives did not have screenings. Ms. 
Pennington said this presentation was to inform the Board of the status of the midwifery in 
Nevada. Christine Mackie said the NBS program had ties with midwives and began noticing 
the potential of negative outcomes because of the failure to screen or unsatisfactory 
screens. Ms. Mackie said she wanted to provide information to the Board and ask for 
guidance. She said midwifery was a sensitive issue and hard-hitting regulations or statutes 
could drive this profession underground, causing more harm than good. Ms. Mackie said 
there were a number of states which had midwife programs that could serve as a model for 
Nevada. Ms. Mackie said this was not just an NBS problem but safety issue for moms and 
babies. Ms. Pennington said in 2012 there were approximately 34,500 babies born in 
Nevada; 391 had a midwife as an assistant; of the 391 births, 294 had NBS screens but 97 
did not have either screens or signed “Informed Dissent” forms submitted to the NBS 
Program.  Mothers may choose to use the services of midwives for a variety of reasons, 
including cost of delivery in hospital settings, lack of or insufficient insurance coverage, 
and/or a desire to have a more holistic and intimate birth experience in a home 
environment. 
 
Martha Matsunaga-Kirgan, MD said she was an Obstetrician and Gynecologist (OBGYN) 
practicing in Las Vegas at a county hospital and believed the lay midwives presented a 
danger to the population. Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan shared her concerns about patients 
transferred to her care from home birth situations; the American Medical Association 
(AMA) and American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) did not support 
lay practitioners but Nevada allowed it because of a lack of licensed providers. Bonnie 
Sorenson said she had been an OB nurse and knew how quickly things could change in a 
controlled environment. Ms. Sorenson said babies who were compromised cost society and 
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the community when regulation did not exist. Roni Galas said there needed to be a balance 
of skill, training and regulations. Joy DeGuzman, MD said Elko did not have a lot of home 
births, and agreed with the concerns and regulations. Upon inquiry, Michelle Gorelow 
agreed there should be regulation and said it was a mother’s choice but mothers need to be 
able to make educated decision. Assemblywoman Ellen Spiegel asked whether any of 
Nevada’s institutions of higher education had programs in midwifery. Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan 
said there were numerous certified midwife training programs, but the lay-midwife was not 
regulated.   Ms. Pennington said Nevada did not have certification or licensing programs. 
Some lay-midwives had received certification through the North American Registry of 
Midwifes (NARM) and the licensed midwives received their licensing requirements typically 
in California, Oregon or Utah. Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan asked whether the Board could help 
with educating the public. Ms. Mackie said educating was not the role of the Board but 
could guide the public in the direction of an education campaign.  
 
Chair Candy Hunter suggested the Board recommended the Division explore educational 
opportunities for the public regarding midwifery and the birth options available. Ms. Hunter 
asked information be brought back to the Board from other states. Assemblywoman Spiegel 
asked whether morbidity and mortality reports tracked where births occurred and whether 
were there higher morbidity and mortality rates with lay-midwives versus certified 
midwives. Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan said if there were problems with a home birth and the 
newborn was taken to a hospital, the data would be reported in the hospital’s statistics. Ms. 
Hunter asked for this topic to be put on the next meeting’s agenda and for the Division to 
provide a report including recommendations and examples from other states for 
comparison.  MCHAB could use state and local coalitions to educate the public.  Ms. Galas 
said MCHAB bylaws said one of the responsibilities was to promote the health of infants 
and mothers by ensuring the availability and accessibility of affordable perinatal services. 
Ms. Galas said she was not sure if accessibility meant being uninsured.  With the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), there could be a broader Board 
responsibility related to guiding women toward acceptable and affordable care and guiding  
education in that direction. The Board might not want to support regulations that would 
remove a mother’s delivery options but the Board might advocate a range of accessibility 
options. Ms. Hunter thanked Ms. Pennington and Ms. Mackie for this information. 
 

7. Morbidity and Mortality Reports  
Lisa Lottritz provided a report on the progress of the Washoe County Fetal Infant Mortality 
Program (FIMR) (Exhibit B). Ms. Lottritz said Washoe County FIMR was part of the national 
database. Marsha Matsunaga-Kirgan, MD asked how the health information kept 
confidential. Ms. Lottritz explained all information reviewed would be de-identified. Chair 
Candy Hunter said she had worked on this project for several years and had an Attorney 
General opinion; it was similar to the Child Death Review (CDR).  Ms. Lottritz said the first 
year’s information would be for Washoe County as a pilot project.   
 
Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan presented the report by Sandra Koch, MD on Maternal Morbidity and 
Mortality (Exhibit C) and said nationwide the maternal mortality rate was rising. The 
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increase was addressed at a national level and encouraged states to analyze their own data; 
developing Morality Review Boards in each state. Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan said there were 
concerns regarding better data collection and believed Nevada was under reporting.  
California Vital Statistics matched birth and death certificates. Dr. Matsunaga-Kirgan read 
from the report the steps Dr. Koch wanted taken by the Committee. Ms. Hunter said she 
had conversations with Dr. Koch and was questioning whether there should be a legislative 
statute to move forward with reviews or incorporate the process into advisory board 
meetings. Ms. Hunter said she would like further discussions and ask staff to bring more 
data. Roni Galas asked who provided the national data. Deborah Aquino said National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) and Nevada reported to them. Ms. Hunter asked for a 
report at the next meeting regarding moving forward. Ms. Aquino she would put the 
following three items on next agenda: 

• Annually reporting available data 
• Staff report on how to create a Maternal Mortality Review Board 
• Strategies to improve data collection 

  
Melissa Faul presented her report on CDR (Exhibit D). The purpose and function of the 
regional CDR teams were mandated by Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS), Chapter 432B.  Ms. 
Faul said the regional teams made recommended to the executive team, who work with 
different agencies to provide preventive efforts.   
  

8. Reports 
Chair Candy Hunter said the reports (Exhibit E) were included in the board packet.  

• Ms. Hunter said many programs for Rape Prevention appeared to be in the south. 
Deborah Duchesne said the programs were also in the north; the rurals had been 
invited but had not been participating. 

• Ms. Hunter wanted the Board to be aware Washoe County Health District was 
terminating their Home Visiting programs effective June 30, 2014 and asked 
whether the Board wanted to entertain a nurse family partnership again.     

• Newborn Screening Program lab transition to Nevada State Public Health Laboratory 
effective July 1, 2014. 

• Adolescent Health report showed teen births dropped 10 percent in a year.  Sarah 
Demuth said there were good abstinence numbers in the north.  

• Roni Galas said the performance measure on the Maternal Child Heath Epidemiology 
annual report, the rate per 1,000 women aged 20 through 44 years with a reported 
case of Chlamydia. Ingrid Mburia clarified the age was a national performance 
measure.  Ms. Hunter said Baby BEARS was moving forward.  

• Oral Health was now part of Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health and Deborah 
Aquino was the primary contact.  

Ms. Hunter reviewed the provider reports.  
 
9. Discussion and recommendations regarding consideration of new appointees and 

renewing expiring terms which will be submitted to Nevada State Board of Health (BOH) 
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Chair Candy said the following members terms were expiring or had expired: 
• Bonnie Sorenson, who would like to continue as a member 
• Kami Larson, MD 
• Martha Matsunaga-Kirgan, who would continue as a member 
• Tyree Davis, DDS 
• Candy Hunter 

Ms. Hunter recommended Lisa Lottritz as her replacement.   
 

CHAIR HUNTER ENTERTAINED A MOTION TO CONTINUE TWO YEAR TERMS FOR MS. SORENSON AND DR. 
MATSUNAGA-KIRGAN AND NOMINATE LISA LOTTRITZ AS A NEW BOARD MEMBER. A MOTION TO APPROVE 
WAS MADE BY ASSEMBLYWOMEN ELLEN SPIEGEL. RONI GALAS SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 

The remaining appointments will be reviewed during the following meeting.   
 

10. Elect Chair and Vice Chair of MCHAB which will be submitted to Nevada State Board of 
Health 
Chair Candy Hunter opened nominations for chair and vice chair.     

MS.  HUNTER ENTERTAINED A MOTION FOR BONNIE SORENSON TO SERVE AS CHAIR. A MOTION TO 
APPROVE WAS MADE BY MARSHA MATSUNAGA-KIRGAN. MS. HUNTER SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY WITHOUT PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 
CHAIR HUNTER ENTERTAINED A MOTION FOR RONI GALAS TO SERVE AS VICE CHAIR. A MOTION TO APPROVE 
WAS MADE BY MS HUNTER. MS. SORENSON SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
WITHOUT PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 

Deborah Aquino presented the new manuals and said they would be mailed out soon.    
 

11. Public Comment  
Barry Lovgren read a statement saying it was easier to demonize pregnant women who use 
alcohol and other drugs than to help them.  The Bureau and Board were developing a public 
education campaign to help pregnant women receive treatment.  Mr. Lovgren thanked the 
Board for all they were doing for pregnant women.   

 
12. Adjournment 11:01 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:01 a.m. 
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